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ST WINNOW PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
held in The Red Store on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 1930 

 
Present: Chair Penny Rowe (PR), Vice Peter Champness (PC), Councillors Ryan Frost (RF), Glenn Carwithen 

(GC), Jack Fowler 
 

1. Chairman’s Welcome and Public Participation.   PR welcomed Member of the Public Chris Lutey 
(CL) and all Councillors to the meeting.  KP confirmed the meeting was not being recorded.  KP 
introduced CL and confirmed he has shown an interest in joining the Parish Council. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence: Councillor Audrey Hawken 

 

3. Declaration of Members Interest. (i) Disclosable Pecuniary Interest. (ii) Non Pecuniary Interest. RF 
declared an interest in Item 9.1 

 

4. To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 12th May.  PC proposed the minutes of the meeting 
were of a true account, seconded by GC with all Councillors present in favour. 

 

5. Matters arising from those minutes not on the agenda.  None 

 

6. Chairman’s Report.  PR welcomed CL and added we have a nice mix of new faces.  PR expressed 
concern and welfare of all residents in the heatwave and urged councillors to check on neighbours. 

 

7. Reports from Outside Organisations. 

a) Devon & Cornwall Police.  

Please accept my apologies for my nonattendance at this months’ Parish Council meeting. 
From 01/03/26 – 30/06/26 there were 9 crimes in the public domain inc. 1 theft, 4 x criminal 
damages, 1 assault, 1 vehicle interference, 1 burglary ( shed ) and 1 Public Order offence. 
Numerous patrols have been conducted around the Parish, and all was found to be in order. 
If there are any questions or matters arising for my attention, then please contact me in the 
usual manner. 

b) Cornwall Council.  
July 2026 Dear Councillors 

Please find below my report. Part 1 is my local divisional report which may warrant consideration by councillors. Part 2 is wider Cornwall Council matters for information. 

Part 1: Local Matters 

Cruise Ships at Fowey 

I recently attended a tour of the SAGA Spirit of Adventure, a 1000 person Cruise ship, which moored in Fowey Harbour on its 5-stop cruise. The shore was set up with local stalls and we 
went abord to meet representatives of the Cruise industry and Fowey Harbour Master. In attendance were parish councillors, clerks and mayors, local businesses and representatives 
from the tourism sector. We were given stats that really support the value of these visits: c.60% of passengers disembark for a day trip into the town, or take trips to attractions. Spend 
per head on shore is c. £100 per head, with crew spending £30-£40 at each stop. Apparently, 60% of cruise visitors will return for a longer stay at a place if they enjoy their visit. Worth 
thinking about in terms of targeting visitors with the offer in our area.  

Mobile Connectivity 

Using legacy funds from the old Superfast Cornwall programme we are about to commission a major data tracking of mobile phone coverage/signal strength street by street across 
Cornwall. We will also be commissioning a specialist company to provide help to local communities (for a very affordable price) to get their own analysis of the data and ideas to get 
boosted mobile connectivity. We will support ‘unconnected’ places to lobby the mobile companies to rectify not-spots. This should appeal to town and parish councils, BIDs and other 
groups. This may be something councillors think relevant to our area, so watch this space. 

The Cornwall Reading Challenge 2026 

This year Cornwall has designed its own Reading Challenge building on the success of the national programme, but now with a Cornwall focus. The challenge kicks off on 11 July and is 
free for children of all ages at libraries across Cornwall.  

Themed "Extraordinary Explorers," the Challenge encourages children to continue reading during the summer holidays. The Reading Quest challenges children to finish 6 books of their 
choice. They get to choose the format that best suits them: fiction books, fact books, poetry books, audio books, joke books, picture books, graphic novels and ebooks. The One and All 
Challenge - is our accessible challenge for those who may be too young, or, for who reading 6 books may not be right. Find out more here: Link 

Also great news that Lostwithiel Library is now open on Saturdays: Link 

Part 2: Cornwall Council Matters  

Cabinet approves plan to transform SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) provision in Cornwall  

Following Cabinet approval last week, Cornwall's SEND Reform Plan was submitted to the Department for Education. The plan outlines how the council and its partners intend to 
incorporate the government’s sweeping reforms to the SEND system.  

By focusing on identifying and responding to children’s needs at the earliest opportunity meaning they are then less likely to require costly specialist intervention later in life. The SEND 
Reform Plan also aims to bring education, health and family support into a more joined up approach. 

In line with the new Education For All Bill, the plan stresses the need to strengthen SEND support in mainstream schools.  

Publication of the plan comes as Cornwall continues to experience a soaring demand for SEND services, which creates increased pressure on services.  
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The government requires all local authorities to submit a SEND Reform Plan to secure the High Needs Stability Grant. Link 

Adult Social Care: Inspection by CQC (Care Quality Commission) 

Cornwall Council finally received its CQC report with its score of 70% and a ‘Good’ assessment, which we understand may be the highest score in the South West. CQC is the 
independent regulator of health and adult social care services in England, ensuring our services are safe, effective, and high-quality. Link 

Age-friendly Communities and Standing up against Ageism    

Earlier this year Cornwall Council led an application to join the UK Network of Age-friendly Communities, a community of 10m across the UK. Link Results from the Age Friendly Cornwall 
survey were published on Age Without Limits Day. 39% of women and 31% of men, over the age of 65, in Cornwall, say they have faced discrimination because of their age. This annual 
even is a moment to act and this year the theme is tackling ageism through questions. Link 

Age UK – Community Gateway 

The Community Gateway is a single point of access to advice, information and support helping people stay independent for as long as possible at home. Support from over 50 voluntary 
and community organisations is accessible from 8am to 8pm 365 days a year. The scheme is expanding from June with more outreach teams to provide support for people in their 
communities. Link 

Decency Standards for Cornwall Housing 

The Lib Dem/Independent administration is working hard to turn empty houses back into homes. The Council has released additional funding to Cornwall Housing to accelerate work on 
empty council homes, part of a wider focus on improving the condition of all council homes. More homes available means fewer families stuck without a secure place to live. 

Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service welcomes inspection report following major improvements within the service 

Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service has welcomed its latest inspection report which outlines the significant progress made across the service in recent years. 

The service has been rated ‘Good’ at responding to fires and other emergencies, with inspectors highlighting its innovative risk-sharing system which helps keep both firefighters and 
members of the public safe during incidents. Measures are in place to improve and modernise the service, including investment in staffing across prevention and protection.  

Over the current financial year, an additional £3 million, provided by the Council, will be spent on improving and modernising the service. The money will fund training, the ongoing 
implementation of fire standards, additional resources for home fire prevention and support for businesses following new legislation. 

Plans are also in place for the service to update its vehicles, equipment and IT systems, and make improvements to community fire stations over the next four years. Link 

Mid- Cornwall Metro has opened linking Par direct to Newquay 

The new service includes 15 local trains running Monday to Friday, 14 on Saturdays, and 8 on Sundays, a near doubling of the previous service. The introduction of direct summer 
services between London Paddington and Newquay hasalso been reinstated, enhancing regional connectivity.  

This service is part of a £56.8 million project aimed at improving local transport and connectivity across Cornwall. The project is expected to continue evolving, with plans for direct 
trains from Newquay to Falmouth in the future.  Link 

Cornwall Local Plan 

Initial findings from the Local Plan community drop-in events have been collated and published. There’s a written summary here bringing together themes and findings from the drop-
ins. 

The Climate and Energy Plan 2026-2030  

This has been now been published and can be found here: Link 

Cornwall Council’s Road Safety Strategy  

This has now been approved by Cabinet. The  action plan includes proactive prevention work with Vision Zero, with a big focus on the A30 and A38 improvements, safe journeys to 
school, and improved maintenance to reduce risks across the highway network. Link 

10 beaches across Cornwall awarded Blue Flag status for 2026 

Ten beaches across Cornwall will be flying Blue Flags this summer after retaining the prestigious award. Managed by Keep Britain Tidy on behalf of the Foundation for Environmental 
Education, the award is only granted to beaches with high standards in the four categories of water quality, environmental management, environmental education and safety. Link 

The following beaches in Cornwall have received Blue Flag status for 2026: Crooklets, Polzeath, Porthmeor, Porthminster, Porthmissen/Trevone, Porthtowan, Summerleaze, Widemouth, 
Gyllyngvase Beach, Carbis Bay in St Ives. The beaches are owned by Cornwall Council except Carbis Bay, which is privately owned.  

A further five Cornish beaches Duchy have received a Seaside Award for 2026: Crackington Haven, Great Western, Porth, Portreath, Sennen. 

Cornwall Council contributes towards the cost of the RNLI providing lifeguard cover on many of Cornwall’s beaches. Beachgoers are urged to visit beaches with RNLI patrols and to 
follow the RNLI’s beach safety advice. 

Cabinet has approved the Cultural Strategy 2026-36 

The strategy focuses on: participation – taking part, people – skills and pathways, place – creative communities and clusters, prosperity – developing creative businesses and jobs and 
pride – celebrating the culture of Cornwall and linking to narratives or Cornish identity and pride. With this now approved, we will now complete the delivery plan for the 4-year 
investment round due to open this summer. Link 

With many thanks 

Sarah 

Cllr Sarah Preece 

c) Red Store. 

The next meeting for the Red Store will be on 9th July, New secretary and booking clerk Jill 
Wigley has been appointed.   

 

8. Planning Applications.  

1. None 

9. Planning Results. 

i. Duke Mine - Pending 

 

10. Grant Funding, Applications & use of Funds. NONE 

 

11. Neighbourhood Plan. Ongoing 

 

12. Common Land CL04/CL05. To discuss the upkeep and safety of the area, benches, Oak Posts & 
SWW water Monitor.  GC has met with Callum Dack regarding the overgrown area of the common 
land.  It was discussed the land will be lightly cleared but not invasive but to show a presence every 
couple of months. KP to draft a contract for approval.  KP reminded Councillors there are still oak 
post to be distributed to the parish boundaries and advised councillors to have a think about the 
locations to be discussed at the next meeting.  The Jetty is in a good state of repair. 

 

13. Correspondence & Circulars.  NONE 
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14. Council Vacancies.  GC proposed the councillors co-opt CL onto the Council, seconded by PR all 
councillors present were in favour of this motion and CL accepted the position.  KP to do relevant 
paperwork. 

 

 

15. Finance: To confirm the Online bank transfers for the following invoices: 

1) Unity Bank Transfer To the Clerk for Salary & Expenses for May £141.30 + June £141.30 + 
£40.00 Expenses = £322.60 

2) Unity Bank Transfer To Callum Dack Tree & Garden Services for £110.00 

PR & PC authorised the above online payments with all councillors present in favour. 

 

16. To approve the income and expenditure against the cash book to be signed by the chair. 

PR approved and signed the cash book. 

17. Any Other Business.  

PC has arranged a possible meeting in October with Sarah Preece regarding the Museum in Bodmin 
and the recent discussion about having to pay for compulsory training. 

 

The next meeting will be The Annual Parish Meeting followed by a meeting of the Parish Council on 

Tuesday 8th September 2026 

 

The following dates have been booked in the Red Store for the coming year the tide times & heights are 

for your information: 

 

7th July High Water 2318 

8th September High Water 1610 

3rd November Highwater Midday Set the precept 

 


